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communes, congresses, or commissions of any kind
whatever, has always been made the subject of abun-
dant discussion and debate. The popular votings
on bills are the only exception to the general rule.
They are left to chance. What should we say if the
constitution were to authorise Parliament to vote
laws offhand without discussing them ? Yet debates
are less necessary in Parliament, because the members
who compose it are most of them intelligent men.
Let us, therefore, make the discussion as much an
integral part of the referendum as the vote.

(2)  The electorate would be able to exercise a real
control over the parliamentary action of their deputies.

(3)  It is not at all an uncommon sight at the present
day to see the citizens giving in their ballot-papers
without knowing what it is they accept or reject.    If,
however, all the electors heard the law commented on
by their representatives, who had studied it at the
first reading, this would no longer be possible.

(4)  It will be an important means of completing
the political education of the people, and they will
learn to think and judge for themselves.

(5)  These meetings held between the two readings
of a biU will enable the electors to take an active part
in legislation, and will give them an opportunity of
expressing their opinion on the law and of proposing
amendments.

(6)  That systematic opposition, to some extent a
matter of instinct, which exists between the people
and the legislative assemblies will disappear.

(7)  It will no longer be possible for deputies to
vote according to the orders of a party chief.

(8)   The people will get to know their deputies